
. . .  1 

7 
d 

' W  

'The Sheikh Mujib Declaration 
of 

Independence of Bangladesh : 
U.S. Government Records 

and 
Media Documentationtc 

Compiled by Mohammad M. Rahman Jalal. 

CB
GR
19
71
.o
rg



The declaration of independence of Bangladesh by our National Leader 
Bangabondhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman now turns to more political issue 
than historical aspect. 
 
The academicians are writing their views which look like they are not 
writing history rather they write for political leaders, who are corrupt, half 
educateted and mostly hereditary persons. 
 
We just collected some documents, which comprises US Declassified 
Documents, Congressional Records, Research Study by Bureau of 
Intelligence and Research, the pages of The New York Times, The Wall 
Street Journal, The Washington Post and The Baltimore Sun and  The LA 
Times. 
 
These documents and evidence clearly reflect that the declaration of 
independence of Bangladesh was given by Bangabondhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman alone at the early hour of 26th March 1971, long before any further 
announcements made on behalf of Bangabondhu or some one else. 
 
          MMR Jalal. 

CB
GR
19
71
.o
rg



CB
GR
19
71
.o
rg



CB
GR
19
71
.o
rg



CB
GR
19
71
.o
rg



CB
GR
19
71
.o
rg



CB
GR
19
71
.o
rg



CB
GR
19
71
.o
rg



CB
GR
19
71
.o
rg



CB
GR
19
71
.o
rg



CB
GR
19
71
.o
rg



CB
GR
19
71
.o
rg



CB
GR
19
71
.o
rg



CB
GR
19
71
.o
rg



CB
GR
19
71
.o
rg



10. Memorandum From the President's Assistant for National Security Affairs (Kissinger) to 
President Nixon/1/  

Washington, March 26, 1971.  

/1/ Source: National Archives, Nixon Presidential Materials, NSC Files, Box 625, Country Files, Middle East, 
Pakistan, Vol. IV, 1 Mar 71-15 May 71. Secret; Nodis. Sent for information. A handwritten notation on the 
memorandum indicates the President saw it.  

SUBJECT  
Situation in Pakistan  

The West Pakistani army has moved to repress the East Pakistan secession movement. Our embassy 
believes that the military probably has sufficient strength to assert immediate control over Dacca and other 
major cities, but is not capable of maintaining control over an extended period. This raises two immediate 
problems for us: (1) the safety of official and private Americans, and (2) the U.S. role, if any, in a 
peacemaking effort. I have called a WSAG meeting for 3:00 p.m. today and will provide recommendations 
after that.  

Safety of Americans  

There are at present some 850 Americans, including 250 U.S. officials and dependents, in East Pakistan. 
State's plan is to make no immediate move to evacuate these people since they could be in greater danger 
on the streets and we have no information yet as to the situation at the airports. Our consulate, however, is 
seeking the protection of the local authorities, and evacuation plans-worked out earlier in the present crisis-
are being reviewed for both East and West Pakistan. Military aircraft from Southeast Asia could be made 
available on short notice for the purpose of evacuation.  

No reports have been received so far of injuries to Americans or any other foreigners in East Pakistan.  

U.S. Peacemaking Role  

Contingency plans on East Pakistan have been drawn up and reviewed by the Senior Review Group. For 
this situation, these plans present a series of theoretically possible options ranging from doing nothing other 
than protecting resident Americans through approaching Yahya in concert with the British and other powers, 
with an appeal to halt the bloodshed, if necessary using the threat of sanctions including the cessation of 
economic aid and military supply.  

The real issue is whether we involve ourselves or not. The British may well weigh in on their own, and that 
has advantages for us. Beyond that, however:  

-The advantage of not involving ourselves at this stage is that we do not prematurely harm our relationship 
with West Pakistan. We can for a time yet claim with the Easterners that the situation is too unclear there to 
provide a basis for action.  
-The arguments for pressing Yahya to end the bloodshed would be (a) humanitarian, (b) political since this 
could arouse emotions like those surrounding Biafra over time and (c) diplomatic in preserving a relationship 
with the new East Pakistani nation of 75 million.  

Comment  

I shall send you recommendations after the WSAG meeting.  

In addition to reviewing the evacuation plans, the group will concentrate on the two operational decisions 
that may present themselves:  
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1. Whether to approach Yahya, urging him to end the bloodshed. It is probably a bit early to make this 
decision today because we do not yet know whether calm will be restored in the East or whether the pattern 
of violence will continue and broaden. This, therefore, seems a decision for the next two or three days.  

2. How to respond to a definitive announcement of East Pakistani independence. Our Consul General has 
standing instructions to refer any such question to Washington. The issue might remain unclear for some 
time if the military re-establishes control in the cities and the resistance moves to the countryside. On the 
other hand, our response will set the tone for our relationship with both wings.  
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11. Minutes of Washington Special Actions Group Meeting/1/  

Washington, March 26, 1971, 3:03-3:32 p.m.  

/1/ Source: National Archives, Nixon Presidential Materials, NSC Files, NSC Institutional Files (H-Files), Box 
H-115, WSAG Minutes, Originals, 1971. Top Secret; Nodis. No drafting information appears on the minutes. 
The meeting was held in the White House Situation Room. A briefer record of the meeting was prepared in 
OASD/ISA by James Noyes. (Washington National Records Center, OSD Files, FRC 330 76 0197, Box 74, 
Pakistan 092 (Jan-Jul) 1971)  

SUBJECT  
Pakistan  

PARTICIPATION  

Chairman-Henry A. Kissinger  
State  
Mr. U. Alexis Johnson  
Mr. Christopher Van Hollen  
Defense  
Mr. David Packard  
Mr. James H. Noyes  

CIA  
Mr. Richard Helms  
Mr. David Blee  

JCS  
Lt. Gen. Melvin Zais  
Col. Frank W. Rhea  

NSC Staff  
Col. Richard T. Kennedy  
Mr. Harold H. Saunders  
Mr. Sam Hoskinson  
Mr. Keith Guthrie  

SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS  

After reviewing the situation in East Pakistan, the WSAG agreed that the U.S. should continue its policy of 
non-involvement in the dispute between West and East Pakistan. In particular, the U.S. should avoid being 
placed in a position where it could be accused of having encouraged the break-up of Pakistan. The WSAG 
agreed that the U.S. should delay action on any request that might be forthcoming for recognition of an 
independent East Pakistani regime.  

The WSAG agreed that the State Department should be responsible for monitoring developments in 
Pakistan on a day-to-day basis and for insuring that the White House is fully informed. The State 
Department should insure that adequate preparations have been made to evacuate U.S. citizens should that 
become necessary.  

Mr. Helms: [1 line of source text not declassified] the situation in the area of the Consulate General is very 
quiet but that an enormous fire has been going on for hours in the old part of the city. Very few shots or 
explosions have been heard. Only two of the Consulate personnel had been able to get to the Consulate 
building by 6:30 p.m.  

[1 line of source text not declassified] Mujibur Rahman was taken into custody at 1:00 p.m. by the martial 
law authorities. Two of his supporters were killed when the arrest took place. [2 lines of source text not 
declassified]  
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[11/2 lines of source text not declassified] They say that Yahya's speech Friday/2/ night has to be heard to 
appreciate the venom in his voice as he described Mujibur Rahman. The fat is in the fire. Islamabad 
confirms that Mujibur Rahman was successfully arrested.  

/2/ March 26.  

It is unclear what caused the collapse of the talks.  
Dr. Kissinger: Yesterday it looked as though an agreement were in sight.  
Mr. Helms: Yes, an agreement appeared near on March 24. The breakdown may have been because of 
Mujibur Rahman's insistence on the immediate lifting of martial law.  
A clandestine radio broadcast has Mujibur Rahman declaring the independence of Bangla 
Desh. There are 20,000 loyal West Pakistani troops in East Pakistan. There are also 5,000 East 
Pakistani regulars and 13,000 East Pakistani paramilitary troops, but their loyalty is doubtful. We cannot 
confirm Indian press reports that a large number of Pakistani troops landed by ship. Six C-130s carrying 
troops were supposed to be going from Karachi to Dacca today. It will take them a long time, since they 
have to go via Ceylon.  
There are 700 potential U.S. evacuees in Dacca and 60 or 70 in Chittagong. There has been no request for 
evacuation yet.  
[1 paragraph (11/2 lines of source text) not declassified]  

Dr. Kissinger: I have no idea what caused the breakdown in talks. I was as much surprised as anyone else.  

Mr. Van Hollen: One possible reason was that Yahya was unable to sell the settlement in West Pakistan. 
Another factor was the killing of twenty people and the resultant rise in tension.  

Dr. Kissinger: Had the compromise/3/ [under discussion between Yahya and Mujibur Rahman]/4/ gone 
through, the next step toward independence couldn't have been prevented. That being the case, I don't 
understand why Mujibur Rahman wouldn't accept the compromise.  

/3/ According to telegram 927 from Dacca, March 24, Mujibur and Yahya reached tentative agreement on 
March 23 on a solution that involved the immediate establishment of provincial governments, temporary 
continuation of the central government under Yahya, and the drafting of a constitution. The constitution 
would embody a division of power between the central government and the provinces in which central 
government control would be limited to defense, foreign affairs, and currency. (National Archives, Nixon 
Presidential Materials, NSC Files, Box 625, Country Files, Middle East, Pakistan, Vol. IV, 1 Mar 71-15 May 
71)  

/4/ Brackets in the source text.  

[omission in the source text] Will Bhutto become the dominant figure in the West?  

Mr. Van Hollen: Possibly there will be a backlash in the West against Bhutto because it was he who forced 
Yahya to postpone the constituent assembly.  

Dr. Kissinger: What do you think is going to happen?  

Mr. Van Hollen: An effort will be made to prevent secession. However, the ability of the West Pakistani 
forces to maintain law and order in East Pakistan over the long run approaches zero. They may be able to 
control Dacca, but the Awami leadership will move to the countryside.  

Dr. Kissinger: Do you think the Awami will organize a resistance?  

Mr. Van Hollen: They began to prepare for it last month.  

Dr. Kissinger: If their leaders are arrested, can they continue?  
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Mr. Van Hollen: Yes, because of the tremendous popular sentiment behind them. After all, they won 160 out 
of 162 of the Assembly seats from East Pakistan in the election.  

Dr. Kissinger: Then the prognosis is for civil war resulting eventually in independence or for independence 
fairly quickly.  

Mr. Van Hollen: That's right.  

Dr. Kissinger: Now that Yahya has taken the lead in opposing the secession, how will he be able to back off 
without fighting?  

Mr. Van Hollen: It will be very difficult. He was on record as early as March 6 as opposing secession.  

Mr. Johnson: The question is how long he can sustain this policy.  

Dr. Kissinger: How long can he supply his forces in East Pakistan?  

Mr. Van Hollen: It will be very difficult to do so.  

Dr. Kissinger: Do his forces have stocks in East Pakistan?  

Mr. Helms: No.  

Mr. Van Hollen: There is one understrength division there. It has effective control of only a part of Dacca. It 
is surrounded by 75 million hostile Bengalis, who could easily be stirred up, particularly if Mujibur Rahman is 
arrested.  

Dr. Kissinger: What is the prognosis for the next few days?  

Mr. Johnson: Dawn comes in Dacca at 7:00 or 8:00 p.m. our time. We will know better in one more day how 
much bloodletting there is likely to be.  

Dr. Kissinger: Do we all agree that there is nothing we can do except evacuate our citizens if that becomes 
necessary?  

Mr. Johnson: As of this time, that is true.  

Mr. Helms: Yes.  

Mr. Packard: Yes.  

Mr. Van Hollen: The British are no more inclined to do anything positive. After our earlier approach Heath 
sent an anodyne message to Yahya. At best that is what we might get again from the British.  

Mr. Johnson: We have made arrangements with them to get the reports from their people in Dacca. We are 
maintaining a 24-hour watch at the Department.  

Dr. Kissinger: I talked to the President briefly before lunch. His inclination is the same as everybody else's. 
He doesn't want to do anything. He doesn't want to be in the position where he can be accused of having 
encouraged the split-up of Pakistan. He does not favor a very active policy. This probably means that we 
would not undertake to warn Yahya against a civil war.  

Mr. Johnson: I agree. If we do so, he can blame us for the break-up of his country.  

Dr. Kissinger: What about recognition?  
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Mr. Johnson: We can drag our feet on that.  

Mr. Van Hollen: We can defer a decision and lay low. A public request would make things more difficult. We 
should certainly not be the first to recognize.  

Mr. Johnson: Our principal concern is the Americans who are there. Thus far, the disturbances have not 
taken any anti-American tone. The best thing for Americans to do right now is to stay home. We have a 
warden system, with radio communications. Our evacuation people have been in touch with Pan American 
and TWA to tell them that we might want some planes. They have also contacted the Pentagon, JCS, and 
CINCPAC about the possible use of military aircraft. If the airport is available, we can get our people out. We 
are going to ask Islamabad this afternoon about the possibility of getting West Pakistani troop support to get 
our people moved out.  

Dr. Kissinger: What happens to the aid shipments that were diverted to West Pakistan?/5/ Are they on the 
way now?  

/5/ In response to a request from the Government of Pakistan, a decision was reached in Washington on 
March 1 to divert to West Pakistan 150,000 tons of wheat intended for disaster relief in East Pakistan. The 
request was triggered by grain shortages and rising prices in West Pakistan, and U.S. agreement to the 
request was conditioned upon the understanding that Pakistan would make commercial purchases before 
the end of 1971 to replace the grain that was diverted. (Memorandum from Saunders to Kissinger, March 1; 
National Archives, Nixon Presidential Materials, NSC Files, Box 625, Country Files, Middle East, Pakistan, 
Vol. IV, 1 Mar 71-15 May 71)  

Mr. Van Hollen: They have almost certainly reached Karachi.  

Dr. Kissinger: The problem is that West Pakistan now owes East Pakistan for these shipments. This 
question will have to be settled later.  

Mr. Van Hollen: We will probably have to make it up.  

Dr. Kissinger: Are you sure we can't get into any problems domestically?  

Mr. Van Hollen: No, we made arrangements [for compensation to East Pakistan]./6/  

/6/ All brackets from this point are in the source text.  

Dr. Kissinger: Our judgment on representations to Yahya [against trying to suppress the secession] is that 
they would serve to make a record for international and domestic opinion and that they would be money in 
the bank in East Pakistan. However, we don't need to make a gesture to domestic opinion, and we can't 
judge what international opinion is like. It might, however, help us in East Pakistan.  

Mr. Van Hollen: In the present situation I don't think it would put much money in the bank. If we get a public 
appeal for recognition, we will have a problem.  

Dr. Kissinger: What should we do in that case?  

Mr. Van Hollen: Go slow. This will be a problem for our relations with Yahya.  

Dr. Kissinger: I talked to the Indian Ambassador the other day. He said that the Indians preferred Pakistan to 
remain united because of the pressure an independent Bengal would create.  

Mr. Van Hollen: I think all the principal countries (the Soviet Union, India, and the U.S.) feel that the integrity 
of Pakistan is in their interest.  

Dr. Kissinger: China would be different.  
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Mr. Van Hollen: No, it wouldn't. The Indians have a problem because of the Bengali sentiment in India.  

Dr. Kissinger: Secession might encourage communal separatism.  

Mr. Van Hollen: Yes.  

Dr. Kissinger: I take it we are not competing with India in East Pakistan. It doesn't matter if they steal a 
march on us.  

Mr. Van Hollen: No, [it doesn't matter].  

Dr. Kissinger: This seems to be a straightforward operational problem. We can let Alex [Johnson] handle it. 
There are no major interdepartmental differences. (to Johnson) I will keep in close touch with you.  

Mr. Van Hollen: The situation in West Pakistan may possibly be worse from our standpoint than in East 
Pakistan because of the suspicion in the West that the U.S. is behind separatism.  

Mr. Johnson: Certainly Bhutto won't discourage that impression.  

Dr. Kissinger: Yahya doesn't believe that.  

Mr. Van Hollen: He has been told enough times that we are not supporting separatism.  

Dr. Kissinger: Is there more suspicion of us than of the British?  

Mr. Van Hollen: Much more.  

Dr. Kissinger: What would we stand to gain from the break-up of Pakistan?  

Mr. Van Hollen: In the eyes of the Pakistanis we somehow want to weaken Pakistan.  

Mr. Saunders: This is a case of smear politics being exploited for personal gain.  

Dr. Kissinger: Should we send a message to Yahya on this?  

Mr. Van Hollen: We have made this point to him again and again.  

Mr. Johnson: It would not be a good idea at this time. Yahya would think we were encouraging separatism.  

Lt. Gen. Zais: We have looked into the possible availability of military planes in case commercial aircraft 
cannot be used because the East Pakistanis took their people out of the control tower.  

Dr. Kissinger: That would make it difficult to evacuate by commercial aircraft.  

Lt. Gen. Zais: It would certainly be a problem.  

Dr. Kissinger: Can anyone land now?  

Lt. Gen. Zais: It would be possible to land. We could get four C-141s with seats in Westpac. They could be 
launched out of Uttapau. From there it is a two-hour flight to Dacca. We would have control personnel on the 
first plane. After they got there, we could bring the evacuees out fast. We could get everyone in two 
roundtrips.  

Dr. Kissinger: Doesn't this make it probable that evacuation will have to be by military aircraft?  
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Mr. Johnson: No commercial plane would go in under these conditions.  

Dr. Kissinger: We will have to make our plans on that basis [i.e., using military aircraft].  

Lt. Gen. Zais: The field is under the control of the West Pakistanis.  

Mr. Johnson: Have we been in communication with their air force?  

Col. Rhea: The last communication we had was three or four days ago.  

Mr. Johnson: Can't the tower at Bangkok determine whether there is anyone at Dacca?  

Col. Rhea: The Pakistani Air Force has people operating the tower. They said they might be able to handle 
six flights per day.  

Mr. Johnson: All this suggests we might be able to use commercial aircraft if their communicators could give 
us some help.  

Mr. Packard: That would be all right with me.  
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31. Telegram From the Department of State to the Embassy in Pakistan/1/  

Washington, April 17, 1971, 2102Z.  

/1/ Source: National Archives, RG 59, Central Files 1970-73, POL 15 PAK. Confidential. Drafted and 
approved by Van Hollen and cleared by Spengler (NEA/PAF). Also sent to London and Dacca and repeated 
to New Delhi, Calcutta, Bombay, Lahore, and Karachi.  

65773. Subject: Provisional Government of Bangla Desh.  

1. Pakistan Ambassador Hilaly told Van Hollen on instructions April 16 that Government of Pakistan wished 
to bring to USG's attention possible approach by representatives alleging to represent "Provisional 
Government of Bangla Desh."  

2. Hilaly said India had permitted establishment provisional government on its territory and was providing 
financial support. In GOP view, such provisional government exists only in GOI's imagination, is designed to 
justify Indian intervention, and to aggravate already serious situation.  

3. Hilaly said GOP understands that several representatives of so-called Provisional Government already 
have gone abroad to seek support. One such representative, Zakaria Choudhury, has already arrived in 
London. According Reuter news report London, April 15, he has held press conference and has been 
interviewed on BBC, claiming that Bengali separatists control three fourths of East Pakistan. Same news 
report states that FCO has refused receive Choudhury.  

4. Hilaly concluded by saying that it was probable that another representative of Bangla Desh would come to 
Washington in effort see USG officials. In anticipation of this possibility, he had been asked formally to 
advise USG that GOP considered establishment of Provisional Government as essentially Indian-sponsored 
action. Representatives of Bangla Desh, who have been charged with treason, have no right to speak 
regarding Pakistan./2/  

/2/ On April 13 a representative of the Awami League called on the British Deputy High Commissioner in 
Calcutta and indicated that "Bangla Desh Prime Minister" Tajuddin Ahmed wanted to meet with U.S. and 
British officials. (Telegram 641 from Calcutta, April 13; ibid., POL 23-9 PAK) The Consulate General in 
Dacca confirmed that Ahmed was a key figure in the Bengali resistance and would probably emerge as 
political head of the resistance movement. (Telegram 1297 from Dacca, April 14; ibid.) Although British 
officials agreed to meet with Ahmed, the Department instructed the Consulate in Calcutta to decline to do 
the same. The Department felt that such a meeting arranged through the British raised questions about the 
organization Ahmed represented and could have implications regarding recognition of a government of 
Bangla Desh. The Department did not preclude, however, future meetings with Ahmed or other 
representatives of the Awami League. (Telegram 62715 to Calcutta, April 14; ibid)  

5. For London: Would appreciate any information re activities Zakaria Choudhury, including any efforts he 
may have made to approach FCO.  

6. For Dacca: Do you have any data on Choudhury?  

Samuels  
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Baltimore Sun, April 4 ,  1971 

Pakistan is Exterminating the Bengalis 

(By John E. Woodruff) 

NEW DELHI--Less than four months ago. the West Pakistan 
U m y  said it could not send soldiers and hclicopters to 
East Bengal to save survivors of the cyclone that took 
hundreds of thousands of lives in the mouth of the 
Ganges. If troops and helicopters were moved from'west 
Pakistan, India might attack, the Army said. By the tima 
the Anny statement was issued, India was increasing Its 
offers of relief aid for the cyclone victims. 

Today, that same West Pakistan Anny shows every sign of 
being prepared to send its last soldier to more populous 
East Bengal, if necessary, in an all-out effort.to shoot 
to death the results of last December's elections. 

No room remains for doubt as to the Punjabi-dominated 
Army's determination to go the nhole,distance. 

-*For the only justification that could ever emerge for 
the grisly scenes 0f.a week ago Thursday and Friday 
would be a total victory of bullets over the nonviolent 
attempts of the Bengalis to put in power the men they 
had elected in polling sanctioned by the Army. 

NXWSMEN TOURED CAEWAGE 

SLUM RESIDENTS KILLED 

LOST THEIR COOL 

D E M O L I S ~  BP SAVAGERY 

WHO DO YOU TRUST 

A lot more blood i s  likely to flow before Bengali crowds 
can gather again in public squares by the tens of 
thousands to raise their fists and shout independence 
slogans 

Whether you believe Sheikh Mujib will he with them, his 
mustache twitching and his lips in a grim smile as he 
leads them in shouts of "Joi Bangla" (Long Live Benqal) 
depends on whether y ~ u  believe the Amy, which said it 
arrested him and five aides early the morning after the 
crackdown began, or the clandestine Radio Free Bangla 
Desh, which broadcasts statements by a voice that claims 
to be Mr. Mujib's. 

TEE U N I m I N G  FORCE 

NOW A FLAME 

MARXIST COMPETITOR 

Anyone who has been to East Bengal has learned that the 
only serious competitor Sheikh Mujib had l.n the 

countryside last December was Maulana Bhashani, an 
elderly, white-bearded Marxist orator wh~se peasant 
movement demanded outright independence from the start, 
rather than the regional autonomy sought by the Awami 
League. Mr. Bhashani refused to contest the election 
last December, but his independence movement had a 
strength among peasants that suggests that Mr. Bhutto's 
views of the East Bengal countryside were uninformed. 

Which man better understood Bengal will be known in the 
end, after the ashes of the civil war that is getting 
under way in East Bengal have settled. 

~bF382hc 

CB
GR
19
71
.o
rg

User
Highlight



February 2, 1972 

I NDO-PAKISTAN I C R I S I S  - CHRONOLOGY OF KEY EVENTS 

The attached chronology o f  key events i n  the development o f  the 
Indo-Pakistani c r i s i s  f r o a  December 1970 t o  December 1971 was prepared 
by RNA a t  the request o f  NEA. It i s  drawn e n t i r e l y  from unc lass i f i ed  
sources. Items selected f o r  inc lus ion  as key events were regarded as 
tnose i i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  reference use i n  t rac ing  the developient o f  the 
c r i s i s  culminat ing i n  the Indo-Pakistani h o s t i l i t i e s  i n  l a t e  1971; the 
l i s t  i s  not  an exhaustive h i s t o r i c a l  sumnary o f  events. 

INRIMear East and South Asia 
D i rec to r  : Cur t i s  F. Jones 
Aria 1 ys t 

: 21382 
"I : Peter S.  Maher [w 

Ext. 
Released by : ) & ~ j j  

UNCLASSIFIED 

This r r p o r l  was produced by the Bureau 

of Intell igence and Research.  Aside f r o m  

normal rubstontive exchange with other  

agencies  0 1  the  work ing level, it has not 

been c o o r d i n o ~ e d  e lsewhere .  
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e a e a % x m w r n ~ ~ , m t ~ m ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ + ~ ~ : ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  

INDO-PAKISTANI C R I S I S :  CHRONOLOGY OF KEY EVENTS 

December 7 General E l e c t i o n  i n  Pakistan. Awami League wins 151 seats 
i n  Nat iona l  Assembly; when a l l  e l e c t i o n s  complete, Awami 
League has 167 o f  300 seats.  2.  A. Bhu t to ' s  Pakjs tan 
People's Par ty  (PPP) wins 83 o f  West Pak is tan 's  143 seats. 

December 17 E lec t i ons  h e l d  f o r  P r o v i n c i a l  Assemblies i n  Pakistan. I n  
t he  East, Awami League wins 268 o f  279 seats declared. 

December 19 

January 3 

January 14 

January 29 

January 30 

February 2 

February 4 

February 15 

Sheikh Muj ibur  Rahman declares there  can be no new Const i -  . .. .. ., 

t u t i o n  except on bas is  o f  Awami League's s i x -Po in t  program. ;; .:. 
. . 

3 ' .  
., , .. . 
-7 7 , .  .. . , 

1971 
::. . 

:.,,,., - <.+~ . 

A t  a p u b l i c  r a l l y ,  Sheikh Mu j i b  r e i t e r a t e s  view t h a t  Con- 
s t i t u t i o n  must be based on Awami League's S ix -Po in t  Program. 

Pres ident  Yahya Khan, i n  t a l k  t o  newsmen i n  Dacca, r e f e r s  
t o  Sheikh Mu j i b  as "the f u t u r e  Prime M i n i s t e r  o f  Pakistan." 

Rahman-Bhutto t a l k s  on S ix -Po in t  Awami League Program and 
convening o f  Nat iona l  Assembly end i n  deadlock. 

I nd ian  A i r l i n e s  a i r c r a f t  h i j acked  t o  Pakistan, and destroyed 
by bomb on February 2. 

I n d i a  bans m i l i t a r y  o v e r f l i g h t s  o f  I n d i a  by Pakistan. 

I n d i a  imposes ban on both  c i v i  1 and m i l i t a r y  o v e r f l i g h t s  
of I n d i a  by Pakistan; charges o f f i c i a l  Pak is tan i  " i n s t i g a -  
t i o n ,  abetment, and encouragement" o f  h i j acke rs .  

Pres ident  Yahya Khan c a l l s  Pak is tan i  Nat iona l  Assembly 
meeting i n  Dacca f o r '  March 3, e s t a b l i s h i n g  June 30 as dead- 
l i n e  f o r  framing o f  new C o n s t i t u t i o n  ( i  .e., w i t h i n  120 days 
o f  f i r s t  meeting o f  Nat iona l  Assembly). 

Bhut to threatens t o  boyco t t  Nat iona l  Assembly meeting on 
March 3 unless Sheikh Mu j i b  g ives up demand f o r  f u l l  pro- 
v i n c i a l  autonomy. Repeats t h r e a t  on February 19. 

a : *;:,. . 'f ...,,. . .+.,. 
February 27 Bhut to  requests postponement o f  Nat iona l  Assembly meeting, 

promises PPP w i l l  a t t end  a t  l a t e r  date i f  120-day l i m i t  f o r  
d r a f t i n g  new Cons t i t u  ti on i s  1 i f t e d  . 

March 1 President  Yahya Khan announces removal of Vice Admiral S.M. 
Ahsan as Governor o f  East Pakistan. 
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-- 

Yahya Khan announces indef i n i  t e  postponement o f  National 
Assembly session. 

Shei kh Mu ji bur Rahman c a l l  s f o r  ha r ta l  (general s t r i k e )  
i n  Dacca on March 2, and c o u n t r y x g e n e r a l  s t r i k e  on 
March 3. Rahman says Awami League would launch non- 

" 
v l o l en t ,  non-cooperation movemnt. 

March 2 Demonstrations i n  Dacca lead t o  imposi t ion o f  11-hour 
curfew. Radio Pakistan repor ts  demonstrators seen car ry -  
i ng placards procl  aiming an "Independent Bengal . " Clashes 
w i th  Pakistani Army troops reported. 

Pakistani Army troops observed f l y i n g  i n t o  Dacca on Pakistan 
In ternat iona l  A i r l i nes  (PIA) unscheduled f l i g h t s .  

March 3 

March 4 

March 5 

March 6 

Mar t ia l  Law Admini s t r a t i  on imposes press censorship i n  
East Pakistan. 

At  mass meeting i n  Dacca, Sheikh Mujib turns down Yahya 
Khan's i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a conference o f  p o l i t i c a l  leaders i n  
Dacca on March 10 t o  resolve deadlock i n  Const i tu t ion-  
making. Rahman c a l l  s f o r  c i  v i  1 d i  sobedience movement u n t i  1 
the admini s t r a t i  on turned over to  "people ' s represents- 
ti ves. " Says ha r t a l  against  postponement o f  National 
Assenhly w i l l  continue f o r  f ou r  days. 

Sheikh Mujib t e l l s  press Pakistani Army i s  "behaving l i k e  
an Occupation Force," machine-gunning unarmed people. 

Sheikh Mujib t e l l s  AP correspondent i n  Dacca he i s  w i l l i n g  
t o  share power w i th  Bhutto, each t o  serve as Prim Min is ter  
i n  h i s  region, t o  keep Pakistan together. 

Sheikh Mu ji bur Rahman warns t h a t  Awami League vol unteers 
w i l l  r e s i s t  Pakistani Army troops if they are no t  returned 
t o  barracks. Harta l  continues. Curfew l i f t e d  i n  Dacca, 
remains i n  e f f e c t  i n  other East Pakistan towns. 

Radio Pakl s tan announces troops w i  1 1 r e  t u r n  t o  barracks 
March 6, fo l lowing an "improvement i n  the s i t u a t i o n  as a 
sequel t o  Sheikh Muj ib 's  appeal t o  people t o  remain peace- 
f u l . "  

President Yahya Khan announces March 25 meeting o f  National 
Assembly, does no t  speci fy venue. Attacks East Pakistani 
leaders f o r  sponsoring disorders f o l  lowing ea r l  i e r  post- 
ponement o f  session. 
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Ir Bhutto says PPP w i l l  a t tend March 25 session. 

March 7 A t  r a l l y  i n  Dacca, Rahrnan c a l l s  f o r  East Pakistan Government 
o f f i c i a l s  t o  obey him. He s ta tes  Awami League w i l l  n o t  
a t tend Nat ional  Assembly session unless: 1) m a r t i a l  law 
l i f t e d ;  2) troops re turned t o  barracks; 3) an i n q u i r y  
ordered i n t o  k i l l i n g s  i n  East Pakistan by Army i n  previous 
week o f  demonstrations; and 4) power t ransfer red t o  people. 
Declares no-tax campaign s t a r t i n g  March 8. Stops shor t  o f  
c a l l  f o r  independence. 

March 8 

March 9 

March 13 

March 74 

March 15 

March 16 

March 17 

Non-violent c i v i l  disobedience movement fo rma l l y  begins i n  
East Pakistan. 

L t .  Gen. Tikka Khan appointed Governor and M a r t i a l  Law 
Administ rator  o f  East Pakistan; East Pakistani  judges 
refuse t o  swear him i n .  

Central Government orders s t r i k i n g  c i  v i  1 i an defense workers 
i n  East Pakistan t o  r e t u r n  t o  work under t h r e a t  o f  m a r t i a l  
1 aw penal t i e s  . 
Sheikh Muji  b character izes return-to-work order  as provo- 
ca t ion ,  asks East Pakistanis t o  defy  order. 

Bhutto, i n  West Pakistan, c a l l s  f o r  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  Awami 
League Government i n  East Pakistan and one o r  more PPP 
Governments i n  p rov i  nces o f  West Paki stan, w i  t h  m i  1 i t a r y  
government l e f t  i n  c o n t r o l  o f  c e n t r a l  Government. 

Rahman i ssues ser ies  o f  35 d i  r e c t i  ves e f f e c t i  ve ly  tak ing  
over c f v i l  admin is t ra t ion  o f  East Pakistan by Awami League. 
Refers t o  East Pakistan as "Bangla Desh." 

President Yahya Khan a r r i ves  i n  Dacca f o r  t a l k s  w i t h  Sheikh 
Mujib. 

Yahya Khan-Rahman t a l k s  beqin. 

Mar t i a l  Law Admin is t ra tor  f o r  East Pakistan, L t .  Gen. Tikka 
Khan, appoints I n q u i r y  Comnission t o  i nves t iga te  Awami 
League charges on Army a c t i v i t i e s  March 2-9. 

Sheikh Mujib r e j e c t s  proposed i n q u i r y  as "device t o  hoodwink 
people o f  Bangla Desh," appoints h i s  own three-member Com- 
m i t tee  o f  i n q u i r y .  
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March 22 

March 22 

March 23 

March 25 

March 26 

March 27 

,-- 

Press r e p o r t s  reveal  cont inu ing  PIA f l i g h t s  ca r r y ing  P a k i s g i  
Army re inforcements t o  Dacca. 

Bhut to  a r r i v e s  i n  Dacca. 

Yahya Khan postpones March 25 session of Nat iona l  Assembly 
i n d e f i n i t e l y  . 
Pak is tan  Day celebrated i n  East  Pakis tan as "Resistance Day"; 
Bangla Desh f l a g  flown w ide l y  i n  Dacca and East  Pakistan. 

Yahya Khan-Rahman t a l  ks cont inue dur ing  morning. 

Radio Dacca repo r t s  Yahya Khan had agreed " i n  p r i n c i p l e "  
t o  hand ove r  power t o  e lec ted  representa t ives  i n  East 
Pakistan; and had conceded Awami League's th ree  o t h e r  demands. 

Press r e p o r t s  c l a i m  s i x  shiploads o f  Pak i s tan i  t roops  (an 
es t imated 10,000 men) landed a t  Chi t tagong and Khulna, adding 
t o  t o t a l  o f  60,000 troops i n  East Paki s tan.  

Af ternoon meeti ng between Yahya and Mu ji b cancel l e d .  Yahya 
leaves Dacca. Pak is tan i  Amy t roops launch widespread 
a t tacks  i n  Dacca focused on un i ve rs i  ty, Hindu areas, East 
Pak is tan i  p o l i c e ,  East Pakistan R i f l e s  barracks, and Awami 
League o f f  i ces . 
Mu j i  b a r res ted  11 : 15 p.m. Foreign correspondents detained 
a t  I n t e r c o n t i n e n t a l  Hote l .  

Widespread f i g h t i n g  between West Pak i s tan i  t roops  and 
Bengal is;  rumors spread t h a t  Sheikh Muj ib  had gone under- 
ground w i  t h  Awami League 1 eaders . 
I n  a broadcast t o  t h e  nat ion,  from Karachi, Yahya Khan 
charges Sheikh Mu j i bu r  Rahman w i t h  treason, bans Awami 
League,and orders Army t o  r e s t o r e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  c e n t r a l  
government i n East  Paki s tan. 

"Voice o f  Independent Bang1 a Desh" r a d i o  s t a t i o n  broadcasts 
un i  1 a t e r a l  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  independence, say ing  Sheikh Mu j i  b 
has declared sovereign independent Bangladesh. 

Bhut to departs Dacca f o r  West Wing. 

Radio Pakis tan announces a r r e s t  o f  Sheikh M u j i  b. 

35 f o r e i g n  correspondents ordered expel l e d  f rom East Pakistan 
by  M a r t i a l  Law Admin is t ra t ion .  
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March 28 

ÿ arch 29 

March 31 

Ap r i l  1 

Ap r i l  3 

A p r i l  6 

Apri 1 12 

Apri 1 17 

A p r i l  18 

Apri 1 24 

Karachi he supports Yahva 
Khan's order t o  crush independence movement i n  East 
Paki stan. 

l 8 F ~ e  Bangl a Radi o" announces forma ti on of Provi s i  anal 
Government o f  Bangl adesh headed by a Major Z i  a Khan. 

I nd ia  requests UN Secretary General take i n i t i a t i v e  and 
advise o r  suggest r e s t r a i n t  t o  Government o f  Pakistan, 
and t r y  t o  prevent "mass slaughter" i n  East Pakistan. 

I n d i  an Par1 i ament resol  u t i  on expresses sympathy and 
s o l i d a r i t y  w i th  people o f  East Bengal , pledges sympathy 
and support o f  Ind ian people. 

Uni ted States announces Dacca "thin-out." 

Pakistani Foreign Of f i ce  a1 leges Indian i n f i l t r a t i o n s  i n t o  
East Pakistan. 

. Soviet President Podgorny sends l e t t e r  t o  Yahya Khan 
appealing f o r  p o l i t i c a l  settlement o f  East Pakistan problem. 

Yahya Khan rep l i es  t o  Podgorny l e t t e r ,  s t a t i n g  t ha t  support 
f o r  inter ference i n  in te rna l  a f f a i r s  o f  another country i s  
a negation o f  UN Charter and asking tha t  USSR use i t s  
in f luence w i t h  I nd ia  t o  prevent I nd ia  from "meddling i n  
Pakistan's i n te rna l  a f f a i r s  . " 
Pakistani Note t o  Ind ia  again protests Indian inter ference 
i n  Pakistan's i n te rna l  a f f a i r s .  

China accuses I nd ia  o f  inter ference i n  Pakistan's in te rna l  
a f f a i r s  i n  Note about New Del h i  demonstration against PRC 
embassy. 

S i  x-member Cabinet o f  Provisional Government o f  Bangl adesh 
formed, w i t h  Rahman l i s t e d  as President, Syed Nazrul Islam 
as Vice President, and Tajuddin Ahmed as Prime Minister .  

A t  Mujibnagar, Provis ional  Government formal ly  proclaims 
Democratic Republ i c o f  Bangl adesh . Proclamation dated 
A p r i l  10, 1971. 

Pakistani Deputy High Commissioner i n  Calcutta and 70 Bengali 
s t a f f  members switch a1 l e g i  ance t o  Bangl adesh. 

Pakistani s request closure Indian Deputy High Commission a t  
Dacca, close Pakistani mission i n  Calcutta. 
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May 6 

May 18 

May 19 

May 21 

June 5 

J'une 6 

June 28 

Ju ly  8 

J u l y  15 

J u l y  19 

J u l y  20 

I n d i  a announces 1.48 mi 11 i o n  refugees f ram East Pakj 
now i n  Ind ia ,  appeals t o  FA0 f o r  d i r e c t  a i d  t o  refugees. 

Mrs. Gandhi warns Pakistan t h a t  "if a s i t u a t i o n  i s  forced 
on us, we are f u l l y  prepared t o  f ight , "  challenges Govern- 
ment of Pakistan c l a i m  t h a t  a l l  i s  normal i n  East Pakistan, 
saying t h a t  if t h a t  so GOP should c a l l  back refugees fleeing 
t o  Ind ia .  

U Thant appeals t o  a l l  na t ions  f o r  con t r i bu t i ons  t o  help 
meet needs o f  refugees i n  I n d i a .  

,I.: $;'- ' i.4 '>. 

Yahya Khan announces t h a t  bona-f ide Pak is tan i  c i t i z e n s  
who had f l e d  were welcome t o  r e t u r n  home t o  East Pakistan. 

I n d i a n  External  A f  f a i  r s  M i n i s t e r  Swaran S i  ngh departs New 
Delh i  on v i s i t  t o  USSR, West Germany, France, Canada and 
Uni t ed  States t o  discuss refugee problem and Bangl adesh. 
Re tu rns  t o  I n d i  a June 22. 

Syed Nazrul Is lam, a c t i n g  President  o f  Bangladesh Provis ional  
Government, s p e l l  s o u t  i n  r a d i o  broadcast fou r  precondi t ions 
f o r  p o l i  t i c a l  set t lement  o f  Bangladesh i ssue: 

1 )  re lease Rahman 
2 )  withdraw Pak is tan i  Army 
3) recogni ze Republ i c o f  Bangl adesh 
4 )  compensation f o r  losses due t o  Pak is tan i  

Army l a t r o c i t i e s "  

Yahya Khan announces he w i  1 1 have a Cons t i  t u t i o n  prepared 
by a group of experts .  He bans secessionist  Awami League 
from p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  program t o  t r a n s f e r  power t o  c i v i l i a n s  
" i n  four  months o r  so." 

Indians est imate number o f  Bengali refugees i n  I n d i a  a t  
6,733,019. 

Tajuddin Ahmed, Prime M i n i s t e r  o f  Prov is iona l  Government 
o f  Bangladesh, declares " m i  1 i t a r y  v i c t o r y  i s i  on l y  s o l u t i o n  
i n  Bangladesh." 

Yahya Khan, i n  press i n te rv iew ,  says he would dec lare  war fi 

on I n d i a  " i f  I n d i a  made any attempt t o  seize any p a r t  o f  
East  Pakistan." He warns t h a t  Pakistan "would n o t  be alone," 
and a l leges t h a t  Indians were s h e l l i n g  many areas o f  East 
Pakistan. 

Ind ian M i n i s t e r  f o r  External  A f f a i r s ,  Swaran Singh, caut ions 
Yahya Khan aga ins t  us ing  freedom s t rugg le  i n  Bangladesh as a 
p r e t e x t  f o r  launching an a t tack  on Ind ia ,  says "we w i l l  
defend ourselves . " 
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J u l y  24 

August 5 

August 7 

August 9 

August 11 

August 17 

A U ~ U S ~  18 

August 21 

August 31 

September 2 

Se p tembe r 4 

September 9 

I n d i a  accuses Pak is tan is  o f  two v i g i a t l o n s  cm Sulfg 23 ax! 
21 o f  Ind ian  airspace by Pakistan A i r  Force over ~ r i n a g a r ,  
issues orders t o  shoot down f u t u r e  in t ruders .  

Pakistan denies v i o l a t i  on o f  Indian airspace. 

Yahya Khan released J u l y  30 TV in terv iew,  i n  which he 
s t a t e d  s i t u a t i o n  i n  subcontinent was "very v o l a t i l e ,  
exp los ive  and dangerous," repeats warning Pak is tan is  
would f i g h t  i f  any at tempt made t o  detach p a r t  o f  East 
Pakistan. 

Government o f  Pakistan deprives 79 Awamf League members 
o f  t h e i r  Idational Assembly seats, orders 59  t o  appear f o r  
tri a1 . 
s o v i e t  Foreign Mini  s t e r  Gromyko's v i s i t  t o  New Delh i  
r e s u l t s  i n  s ign ing o f  20-year Treaty o f  Peace, Frdendship 
and' Co-operati on between USSR and Ind i  a. 

Press repor ts  Sheikh Muj ibur  Rahman goes on t r i a l  on 
charge o f  waging war on Pakistan. 

Pakistan proposes "Good Of f i ces  Commi t t e e "  of UN Secur i t y  
Council t o  "defuse" s i t u a t i o n  along Indo-Pakistan border. 

I n d i a  r e j e c t s  Pak is tan i  proposal as another attempt t o  
tu rn  East Pakistan s i t u a t i o n  i n t o  an Indo-Pakistan issue. 
Asserts I n d i a  n o t  invo lved i n  c o n f l i c t .  

Government o f  Pakistan announces law.yer A.K. Brohi had 
agreed t o  defend Muj ib  a t  t r i a l .  

Yahya Khan appoints Dr. Abdul Motaleb Mal ik  as c i v i l i a n  
Governor of East Pakistan; replaces L t .  Gen. Tikka Khan 
as M a r t i a l  Law Admin is t ra tor  w i t h  L t .  Gen. A.A.K. N i a z i  , 
e f f e c t i v e  September 3. 

Bhut to describes appointment o f  c i  v i  1 i an government i n  
East Bengal as "half-measure" and c a l l s  fo r  i m d i a t e  
par l iamentary r u l e .  

Yahya Khan announces general amnesty f o r  a l l  those who 
cormi t t e d  offenses i n  East Pakistan a f t e r  March 1. 

F ive main East Becgal i  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  i n  Ca lcut ta  form 
8-member Consu l ta t ive  Committee t o  advise Bangladesh Govern- 
ment and t o  provide c loser  t i e s  t o  the Mukti Bahin i .  
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September 11 

September 15 

September 1 9 

September 25 

September 27 

September 28 

October 5 

October 12 

October 14-16 

October 14 

October 1  7 

October 19 

I n  Karachi, Bhutto says March events i n  East Pakistan 
could a lso  occur i n  West Pakistan if power not  restored 
t o  people's representat ives.  

Indians c l a im  t o t a l  o f  refugees i s  8,542,000. 

Pakistan E lec t ion  Comnissi on announce by-elect ions t o  fi 11 
78 Nat ional  Assembly seats vacated by "d i squa l i f i ca t ion"  
o f  Awami League members w i l l  be he ld  between November 25 
and December 9. 

Pakistan complajns t o  UN Secretary General against  " Ind ia ' s  
open in te r fe rence  i n  Pakistan's i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s "  i n  l e t t e r  
from Pakistani  Foreign Secretary t o  U Thant. 

Mrs. Gandhi a r r i ves  in Moscow f o r  3-day v i s i t  t o  USSR. 

Yahya K3an1s o f f i c e  confirms t h a t  Mu j ib ' s  t r i a l  s ta r ted  
on August 71, then recessed,and was resumed September 7. 

Pakistani  Army ordered on 12-hour a l e r t ,  Ind ian sources a1 lege. 

I n  broadcast t o  the nat ion,  Yahya Khan announces plan t o  
promulgate new Ccns t i tu t ion  by December 20 and c a l l  
recons t i tu ted  dat iona l  Assembly on December 27. 

* 

Indian press repor ts  s t a te  Pakistani  Army moving t o  forward 
pos i t ions on western border o f  Ind ia .  

$3 
{l 

President Yahya Khan i n  Persepol is f o r  I r an i an  25th 1 .,~ .- 
Centenary, holds discussions w i th  Soviet  President 
Podgorny, Shah o f  Iran, and others. 

Indian press says Indian Army re in forces western border posi t ions.  

Indian Defense M in i s t e r  Jagj ivan Ram warns i n  pub l i c  
speech t h a t  any war w i t h  Pakistan would be fought on 
Pakistani  soi  1  and Ind ia  would n o t  vacate t e r r i  t o r ies  
occupied dur ing c o n f l i c t .  

M r s .  Gandhi, a t  news conference i n  ldew Delhi ,  decl ines t o  
en te r  i n t o  t a l k s  w i th  Pakistan t o  negot ia te  p u l l i n g  back 
of troops, saying t h a t  crux of problem was Pakistani 
m i l i t a r y  regime's problems w i t h  Bengalis, which should be 
resolved d i . r ec t l y  between Yahya Khan and Bangladesh. 
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October 20 

October 21 

In Le Monde in te rv~ew p m W  i:: P a r i q :  Yahya Khan 
suggests t h a t  a "di a1 ogue" between Zndi a and Pakistan 
should deal w i t h  whole of India-Pakistan dispute, not 
j u s t  "secondary questions." 

Off i cia1 Indian spokesman says India would not enter ta in  
proposals fo r  pullback of troops from border until  
Pakistan indicated willingness to reach pol i t ica l  
settlement with Bangladesh and f a c i l i t a t e  return of 
refugees . 
In l e t t e r s  t o  Yahya Khan and Mrs. &andhi, UN Secretary 
General U Thant offers his good off ices  t o  relieve 
tensi on on Indo-Paki s tani border. 

In l e t t e r  t o  U Thant, Yahya Khan suggests U Thant v i s i t  
India and Pakistan to  pursue his of fe r  of reducing 
tensions in the subcontinent. 

October 22 . Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Firyubin arrives in New 
Delhi fo r  consul tations under Article IX of Indo-Soviet 
Treaty. 

October 24 Mrs. Gandhi goes on six-nation t r i p ,  spending November 
3-7 in United States .  

October 27 Soviet k p u t y  Foreiqn Minister Fi ryubin concludes v i s i t  
t o  New Delhi a f t e r  ta lks  w i t h  Mrs. Gandhi , External Affairs 
Minister Swaran Sinqh. 

October 28 

Oc tobe,r 29 

October 29-31 

In Vienna, Mrs. Gandhi t e l l s  press U Thant v i s i t  to  India 
would not be sensible,  b u t  said she would not object i f  
U Thant accepted Yahya Khan's invi ta t ion to  v i s i t  Pakistan, 
since the key t o  a solution was there ,  not in India. 

Indian External Affairs Minister Swaran Singh t e l l s  Parliamen- 
tary Coni t t ee  tha t  India could count on USSR for  to ta l  
support i n  event of confl ic t  with Pakistan. Refers t o  
tense s i tuat ion on border, b u t  asser ts  India would never 
s t a r t  a conf l ic t .  

Indians claim refuqees now total  9,587,000. i r 

Series of a r t i l l e r y  exchanges i n  East Pakistan reported, 
with Indians cl aiminq Pakistanis f i r i n g  across Indian border 
and admitting return f i r e .  Most incidents reported in  
Tripura, b u t  one shell ing incident and minor incursion by 
Pakistani troops reported a t  Uri i n  Kashmir. 
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November Press repo r t s  Muj i  b  found g u l l  t y  and death penalty 
recormended t o  Yahya Khan by  mi 1 i t a r y  tri burial. 

Radio Pakis tan quotes Pres ident  Yahya Khan as having 
s a i d  t o  CBS i n t e r v i e w e r  t h a t  China would intervene in 
the event  of an Ind ian  a t t a c k  on Pakistan. 

However, i n  e x c l  u s i  ve Newsweek i n t e r v i e w  quoted by Karachi 
domestic r a d i o  se rv i ce  on same date, Yahya Khan i s  Rpor ted  
t o  have s a i d  t h a t  China would n o t  t o l e r a t e  an a t tack  on 
Pakistan, and t h a t  the  Pak i s tan i s  would "ge t  a l l  the  
weapons and ammunition we need from China sho r t  o f  physical 
i n t e r v e n t i o n .  " 

November 3 Ind ian  spokesman claims f o u r  Pakis tan A i r  Force F-86"s in t rude 
i n t o  Ind ian  a i rspace i n  Punjab. 

November 7 Bhut to  i n  Pekinq as leader  o f  "pol i ti co-mi 1 i t a r y  delegat ion"  
t o  China. . _ 

November 9 

November 1 3 

November 22 

November 23 

November 24 

November 25 

November 26 

Ind ian  A i r  Force r e p o r t s  two Pakistan A i r  Force planes 
i n t r u d e  i n t o  Ind ian -con t ro l l ed  a i rspace i n  U r i  sec tor  o f  Kashrnir 

Mrs. Gandhi re tu rns  t o  New Del h i  f rom overseas t r i p .  

Ind ians  r e p o r t  th ree  Pakis tan A i r  Force F-86's shot  down 
near eas tern  border  by Ind ian  A i r  Force Gnats. 

Pakis tan charges Indians mounting a l l - o u t  a t tack  on East 
Pakistan, w i t h  Ind ian  Army u n i t s  moving on Jessore, 
Syl het ,  and i n  Chit tagong H i  11 t r a c t s .  

Yahya Khan declares Sta te  o f  Emergency i n  Pakistan i n  view 
o f  " t h r e a t  o f  f o r e i q n  aggression." 

Mrs. Gandhi revea ls  i n  Par l iament  t h a t  I n d i a n  m i l i t a r y  com- 
manders took ac t i on  on November 21 t o  repu lse  a Pak is tan i  
o f f e n s i v e  aga ins t  the r l uk t i  Bahini  around Boyra some f i v e  
mi les  from the  Ind ian  border  when the Pak is tan i  advance 
threatened Ind ian  defensive p o s i t i o n s  on the  border: 13 
Pak is tan i  M-24 tanks are repo r ted  destroved. She s ta tes  
i t  was n o t  I n d i a ' s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  esca la te  the  s i t u a t i o n  
o r  s t a r t  a  c o n f l i c t .  She s a i d  I n d i a n  commanders had been 
ordered n o t  t o  cross the border  except i n  sel f -defense.  

*yt;<. 

Pres ident  Yahya Khan r e p o r t e d l y  h i n t s  a t  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  :;+*.-;< >, $@., 
r:'%.(*- 

war " w i t h i n  ten  days" i n  impromptu remarks a t  Rawalpindi 
:q*::: g*;:;. 
$+:<. 

banquet honoring v i s i  t i n 4  Chinese m i n i s t e r .  3g!5;z v.:*s(: 
$$ .;. ... - 
>.%.< : F7;, , ,. . 

I n d i a n  t roops again cross East Pak is tan i  border,  des t roy  
one Pak is tan i  tank i n  H i l l i  area, accordinq t o  Ind ian  
sources. 
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December 4 

December 5 

Indians r e p o r t  three more Pak i s t an i  tanks  destroyed i n  
H i l l i  a r e a .  

A t  1050 GMT Mrs. Gandhi was i n  C a l c u t t a ,  where she t o l d  
a  r a l l y  t h a t  Pakis tan i  t roops  must be withdrawn from 
Bangladesh. 

A t  1230 GMT, a i r  r a i d  warning i n  New Delhi . 
A t  1245 GMT, Radio Pakis tan  i n t e r r u p t s  r egu la r  s e r v i c e  
t o  r e p o r t  Indian ground a t t a c k s  a l l  a long West Pak i s t an  border.  

A t  1330 GMT, Delhi r a d i o  quotes  an Indian o f f i c i a l  spokes- 
mzn a s  s t a t i n g  Ind ian  a i r f i e l d s  a t  Amri t s a r ,  S r inaga r ,  and 
Pathankot were under a i r  a t t a c k  between 1210 GMT and 1230 GMT. 

A t  1409 GMT, Karachi r a d i o  r e p o r t s  t h a t  Pakis tan i  Air 
Force a i r c r a f t  re turned  s a f e l y  from a t t a c k i n g  f o u r  forward 
Indian a i r  bases a t  Amri t s a r ,  Pathankot,  Avantipur,  and 
Sr inagar  "this af te rnoon."  

A t  1600 GMT Karachi r a d i o  accuses Indian Air  Force of 
having a t t acked  30 t o  40 miles deep i n t o  West Pakis tan  
" f o r  p a s t  few days,"  and r e p o r t s  t h a t  Indian ground t roops  
a t t acked  Pakis tan i  t e r r i t o r y  i n  the S i a l k o t  and Chhamb 
s e c t o r s  between 1030 and 1100 GMT. Other Indian a t t a c k s  
repor ted  i n  Rajasthan,  Punch, and Uri s e c t o r s .  

~ r s .  Gandhi re turned  t o  New Delhi l a t e  on December 3 
and convened a  Cabinet s e s s i o n ,  which r e s u l t e d  i n  the 
proclamation a t  1739 GMT by P res iden t  G i r i  of a  National 
Emergency. 

A t  1850 GMT, Mrs. Gandhi i n  a  r a d i o  broadcast  t o  t h e  
nat ion s t a t e d  t h a t  Pakis tan i  Air Force p lanes  a t  1200 
Gf4T had launched f u l l - s c a l e  war on India  by a t t a c k i n g  
Indian a i r f i e l d s  a t  Amri t s a r ,  Pathankot , Sr inaga r ,  
Avantipur,  U t t a r l a i  , Jodhpur,  Ambala, and Agra. She 
s t a t e d  t h a t  Pakis tan i  a r t i l l e r y  had a l s o  opened f i r e  
on Indian p o s i t i o n s  a t  Sulemanki , Khemkaran, Pu.nch, and 
o t h e r  s e c t o r s  on the  wes tern  f r o n t .  

Indian Defense Minister ,  J ag j ivan  Ram t e l l s  Indian P a r l i a -  
ment t h a t  Indian Air Force has responded t o  Pakis tan i  a f r  
a t t a c k s  w i t h  a i r  s t r i k e s  beginning a t  1820 GMT the previous 
day a g a i n s t  t a r g e t s . i n s i d e  West Pakis tan .  

Pakis tan i s sues  Gaze t te  Ext raord inary ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  a  
s tate of  war e x i s t s  with India .  

USSR vetoes US-sponsored Secur i ty  Council r e s o l u t i o n  
c a l l  i ng f o r  ceasef ire and m i  1 i t a r y  wi thdrawal . 
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Later  on same day, USSR vetoes second US-backed resolu- 
t i o n  f n  Secur i ty  Council c a l l f  nq fo r  ceasefire and Inde- 
Pakistani  negot iat ions.  

De cembe r 6 I n d i a  recognl zes Bang1 adesh. 

Pakistan severs dip lomat ic r e l a t i ons  w l  t h  Ind ia .  

December 7 IW Oeneral Assembly votes 104 t o  11 , w i t h  ten absunt ions,  
f o r  LlNGA reso lu t ion  c a l l  i n g  f o r  ceasef i r e  and withdrawal 
o f  Ind ian and Pakistani  forces t o  t h e i r  own t e r r i t o r i e s .  

DecernSer 9 Pakistan accepts UNGA resol  u t i  on. 

December 1  1  Over 800 fore ign nat iona l  s, i nc lud ing  Americans, evacuate 
Dacca by RAF a i r c r a f t .  

December 1  2 Soviet F i r s t  Deputy Foreign Mini s t e r  Kuznetsov a r r i ves  
i n  N e w  Delht w i t h  5-member delegation fo r  t a l k s  "w i t h i n  
the ambit o f  the Indo-Soviet Treaty." 

December 1  3 

December 16 

December 1  7 

December 20 

Uni ted States sponsors another LIN Secur i ty  Counci 1  
reso lu t ion  c a l l i n q  on I nd ia  t o  accept ceaseff re and 
w i  thdrawal oT forces. Soviet Union vetoes. 

Pakistani  Army i n  Bangladesh surrenders. 

I nd ia  announces ceasef i re i n  west, t o  take e f f e c t  from 
December 17. 

Ceasefire i n  west takes e f f e c t .  

Kuznetsov leaves Ind ia .  

Z.A.   hut to replaces Yahya Khan as Presddent of Pakistan. 
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